SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 18 JULY 2004 


You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news 
bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in 
Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English. 


This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za, 
on packet bulletin boards and on echolink. 

Echolink users can click on to ZS6FCS and they are invited to relay the bulletin 
on their local repeaters. 


Queries on how to obtain and use Echolink or reports, comments or sugges- 
tions from echolink users will be appreciated. They can send and e-mail to: 
zs6fcs@telkomsa.net. 


In the news today: 

SARL HF FIELD DAY PROVISIONAL RESULTS 

SARL HF PHONE CONTEST 

100 YEARS OF THE DIODE 

HELP THE SARL TRACE AMATEUR RADIO HISTORY 


LAST CHANCE TO BOOK FOR AMSATCON2004 AT SPECIAL LOW 
RATES 


Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items. 

Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office which is open on weekdays 
from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and 
all related amateur radio activities. 


SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to 
amateurs on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp 
not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. It would be appreciated 
if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English. 


You are listening to ZS6SRL. 
The news follows in detail. 
SARL HF FIELD DAY PROVISIONAL RESULTS 


The Vaal Dam must have an effect on HF propagation! The stations taking first 
and second place both set up next to the Dam. The provisional results for the 
SARL HF Field Day are as follows: 


1st Pieter and Tjaart ZS6XT/P4 4 704 points; 2nd Sasolburg ARC ZS4SRK/P 
3 498 points; 3rd Cape Town ARC ZS1CT/P 2 322 points; 4th Zululand ARC 
ZS5ZLB/P 1 287,5 points; 5th West Rand ARC ZS6WR/P 813 points; 6th 


Secunda ARC ZS6SRC/P 625 points; 7th Bloemfontein RAC ZS4BFN/P 580 
points. 


SARL HF PHONE CONTEST 


The SARL HF Phone Contest takes place on Sunday 01 August starting at 12:30 
UTC and ending at 16:30 UTC. Activity on 20, 40 and 80 metres. The contest 
rules will be sent out with the next issue of HF Happenings. 


RADIO ZS 


The May-June issue of Radio ZS is available for download on the SARL web 
site at www.sarl.org.za. The editor is awaiting material for the next issue (July 
- September) which will be a printed issue. The editor has received articles from 
Rory, ZS2BL, Mike, ZS2FM, Eddie, ZS6BNE, Dennis, ZS1AU, Clive, ZS6AVP, 
Bill, ZS6WK, Tony, ZS5GR, Marinus, ZS6MAW, Francois, ZS6BUU and Marv, 
W6FR. 

Items can be sent to radiozsQsarl.org.za. 


100 YEARS OF THE DIODE 


The 100 years of the Diode presentation at the SARL Hamfest on 21 August 
promises to be another Tony Voorvelt special. Tony, ZS6CCD, is well known for 
the animated way he lectures using many special effects and practical demon- 
strations. He will be exploring the question is the diode valve only a hundred 
years old? Did Fleming develop the concept or did he build on a patent of 
Thomas Edison of many years before? (Bulletin Reader please get the sound 
byte from the SARL web and insert it here) 


Join Tony at the SARL Hamfest at the National Amateur Radio Centre on 
Saturday 21 August for his and many other interesting lectures and activities. 


Visit the SARL website at www.sarl.org.za for regular updates. To get on the 
E-Radio Technology in Action Newsletter which will bring you regular updates 
in your mailbox send a request to RTAQsarlorg.za. In the subject line enter 
RTA Newsletter. In the message part tell us about your special interest. 


HELP THE SARL TRACE AMATEUR RADIO HISTORY 


On August 15, the next SARL Intecnet will feature the history of Amateur 
Radio in South Africa. Do you have a story to tell? 

Please search your records and old magazines stored in a box in your storeroom 
or garage and share the heritage during the special Intecnet feature. Send an 
email to armi@sarl.org.za or a fax to 012 991 5651 and we will contact you to 
pre-record and discuss your participation in the programme. 


LAST CHANCE TO BOOK FOR AMSATCON2004 AT SPECIAL LOW 
RATES 


If you are a member of SA AMSAT or the SARL, you can still book for the 
SA AMSAT Satellite Conference to be held at the University of KwaZulu-Natal 
in Durban next Saturday 24 July at a low member rate. From 20 July the 


registration fee goes up so book this weekend for only R50. Non members pay 
R100. The programme of the conference features interesting presentations cov- 
ering satellites and weak signal communication. Full details of the programme 
and a registration form can be found on www.amsatsa.org.za or request a copy 
by sending a email to saamsat@intekom.co.za. While browsing the SA AMSAT 
website download the latest edition of the SA AMSAT Ezine. You will find an 
interesting article on the ionosphere and how to build a battery charger to keep 
the battery that powers all the satellite or any other amateur radio equipment 
fully charged. 


NEWS FROM THE QSL BUREAU 


The QSL Bureau requests members to ensure that they have sufficient A5 sized 
self-addressed stamped envelopes lodged with the bureau. The stamps on the 
envelopes must cover postage of about 200 grams at least. Very few members 
have done so to date and the incoming QSL cards are piling up. Get your 
envelopes to the bureau as soon as possible. 


DIVISION 6 VHF/UHF WORKGROUP 


The next meeting of the workgroup will be held on 14 August at 10:00 CAT 
at 384 Southern Kliprivierbergweg, Steeledale, JHB in the Maxiprest Building. 
All interested parties are welcome and safe covered parking is available. 


For more information contact the convenor Koos, ZS6JPY, at 082 461 2819. 
PLEASE HELP 


Vlad, UA9FAR, is looking for Gerhard Everett, 5Z4FW, who operated in Kenya 
in 1994? Vlad can be contacted by e-mail at market@simos.ru. 


CENTURION RADIO AMATEUR CLUB ANNUAL CHAIRMAN’S FUND 
RAISING CAMPAIGN. 


Centurion Radio Amateur Club has launched its annual chairman’s fund rais- 
ing campaign. All Radio Amateurs are requested to join in this venture. A 
small donation to the Club’s funds will allow you a chance of wining an HF 
Transceiver. 


Further information can be obtained from Ben, ZR6ATA, at (012) 654-7249 or 
083 398-0094. I repeat at (012) 654-7249 or 083 398- 0094. 


PROPAGATION CONDITIONS 


Kobus, ZS6KOB, informed us that the person in Sweden who provides him 
with information on propagation condions is unfortunately on leave for this as 
well as next week. Kobus is thus not in a position to provide us with detailed 
informatio. 


However, here follows a condensed version of what Sarlnews obtained from the 
ARRL newsletter: 


Propagation guru Tad Cook, K7RA, Seattle, Washington, reports: Sunspot 
numbers and solar flux rose this week. Average daily sunspot numbers were up 
54 points above last week’s average. 

Sunspot 649, a big one, came around the sun’s eastern limb this week. He- 
lioseismic holography shows more sunspots on the far side of the sun, so the 
short-term trend for solar activity is up. 


The big news is a huge X-class solar flare, detected July 15 at 01:40 UTC. Ifa 
coronal mass ejection is heading toward Earth, it could mean big geomagnetic 
storms. 


Sunspot numbers for July 8 through 14 were 17, 32, 58, 98, 118, 129 and 149, 
with a mean of 85,9. 


A new article by Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, “Propagation Planning for DX- 
peditions,” now is available on the Propagation page of the ARRL Technical 
Information Service site http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/pdf/propplan.pdf. 


DIARY OF EVENTS AND REMINDERS 


24 July: AMSATCON2004, Durban; 25 July: Last day for sending your com- 
ments on the evaluation proposals for a ZS licence, which were announced last 
week by email to secretary@sarl.org.za, or by fax to the SARL office at (011) 
675 2793 or to our postal address, P.O. Box 1721, Strubensvallei 1735. 1 Au- 
gust: SARL HF Contest 7 August: Magalies Radio Amateur Club commences 
RAE course; 14 August:Div6é VHF/UHF Work group meeting 21 August: Ra- 
dio Technology in Action and Hamfest at the NARC; 2 October: Flea Market 
at the East Rand Radio Club; Pay SARL membership, fees; Contribute to the 
fund initiated by the SA Amateur Radio Development Trust for the SARL’s 
IARU membership; Send articles for Radio ZS to radiozsQsarl.org.za; Visually 
impaired hams contact Dave, ZS1LDH, on 021-761-8386 or email Dave, care 
of the Cape Town Amateur Radio Centre on zslct@gqsl.net regarding receiving 
Radio ZS on tape. Email SARL history to zs6p@iafrica.com. 


The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 
815, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban 
145,750 MHz in Pretoria and 438,800 in the Sandton area. A repeat broadcast 
can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 3 215 kHz. 


Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI. 


This then brings us to the end of today’s bulletin, which was compiled by Gustav, 
ZS6BWN, and read by ........from...... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave 
listeners and electronic enthusiasts. 


You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us. Also 
many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the ama- 
teurs who relay the bulletins so regularly. 


Goodbye everyone. 


/EX 


